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Hubungan Uni Eropa dan NATO memiliki sejarah panjang yang tidak
dapat dipisahkan. Pasca porak-poranda akibat perang dunia kedua, negara-negara
Eropa menggantungkan masalah keamanannya kepada NATO, sementara negara-
negara Eropa fokus membangun ekonomi dan meningkatkan kompetitivitas
produk dan perdagangan mereka. Namun meskipun begitu, bukan berarti
hubungan NATO dan Uni Eropa bukan tanpa halangan dan hambatan. Pada masa
perang dingin,hubungan NATO dan Eropa sempat memanas ketika Perancis
keluar dari komando utama NATO di masa pemerintahan Charles De Gaulle.
Namun hal itu tidak merusak hubungan NATO dan Eropa. Perang dingin pun
berakhir di awal periode 90-an. Dan pada tahun 2001 hubungan internasional
memasuki fase baru pasca tragedy 9/11. Isu terorisme mengemuka pasca serangan
terhadap WTC dan Pentagon di Amerika Serikat. Selain itu, juga terjadi konstelasi
terhadap kondisi keamanan internasional pasca WTC yang ikut mempengaruhi
pola interaksi dan hubungan politik antara NATO dan Uni Eropa. Setidaknya ada
tiga peristiwa internasional pasca 9/11 yang mempengaruhi fluktuasi dinamika
hubungan NATO dan Uni Eropa, yaitu agresi militer Amerika Serikat ke
Afghanistan di tahun 2001, agresi militer Amerika Serikat ke Irak di tahun 2003,
dan rencana pembangungan sistem pertahanan anti balistik misil Amerika Serikat
di Eropa Timur tahun 2007-2009. Selama kurun waktu tersebut, selalu terjadi
interaksi antara NATO dan Uni Eropa yang menimbulkan dinamika tersendiri bagi
hubungan keduanya. Naik turun hubungan tersebut kerap kali terjadi, namun
selama ini tidak pernah sampai merusak hubungan erat antara NATO dan Uni
Eropa, dan NATO serta Uni Eropa tetaplah menjadi mitra keamanan yang
memiliki hubungan strategis bagi kondisi keamanan internasional.
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EU and NATO relations have a long history that can not be separated. Post
ravaged by the Second World War, European countries rely security issues to
NATO, while European countries focus on building the economy and improve the
competitiveness of their products trade. But even then, it does not mean the
relationship between NATO and the EU is not without obstacles and barriers.
During the Cold War, NATO and European relations was heated when the French
out of the main NATO command in the reign of Charles De Gaulle. But it did not
spoil relations NATO and Europe. The Cold War ended in the early period of the
90s. And in 2001 is a starting point of a new phase of international relations after
the tragedy of 9/11. The terrorism issue arose after the terrorist attacks on the
WTC and the Pentagon in the United States. And also the constellation happens to
international security environment after the WTC that influence patterns of
interaction and political relations between NATO and the European Union. At
least three international events after 9/11 that affect the dynamics fluctuation of
NATO and the European Union, the United States military aggression in
Afghanistan in 2001, U.S. military aggression in Irag in 2003, and plans
Development of anti ballistic missile defense system the United States in Eastern
Europe in 2007-2009. During this period, it is always an interaction between
NATO and the European Union raises its own dynamics to their relationship. Up
and down the relationship is often the case, but had never been to damage the
close relationship between NATO and the European Union, and NATO and the
European Union remains a security partner that has a strategic relationship to
shape international security.
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