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CHAPTER 5  

CONCLUSION  

5.1 Conclusion  

This study concludes that China’s growing presence in the Pacific over  

the past decade has served as a key catalyst prompting Australia to 

strengthen its strategic ties with Tuvalu through the 2023 Falepili 

Agreement. China’s transformation from a development partner into an 

assertive geopolitical actor has significantly reshaped regional dynamics. 

Through development diplomacy, infrastructure expansion, and deliberate 

efforts to shift diplomatic recognition away from Taiwan, China has 

broadened its influence in Pacific Island nations which have historically 

fallen within Australia’s strategic sphere.  

As a traditional power in the region, Australia has responded to this  

expansion with proactive measures. The Falepili Agreement was not merely 

framed as a symbol of regional solidarity or a response to the climate crisis 

but also as a strategic instrument designed to counter perceived threats 

posed by China. Provisions in the treaty, such as Australia’s de facto veto 

over Tuvalu’s defense partnerships and the right to deploy military personel 

in times of emergency. This has revealed that national security 

considerations lie at the heart of this bilateral agreement, even though they 

are couched in humanitarian and climate adaptation language.  

In summary, the Falepili Agreement should not be viewed solely as a  

humanitarian or environmental response, nor simply as a gesture of regional 

partnership. Rather, it reflects Australia’s broader geopolitical concern over 

China’s maneuvers, which are perceived as a challenge to the existing 

security architecture of the Pacific. The agreement illustrates how a middle 

power like Australia adapts its foreign policy amid intensifying strategic 

rivalry, using micro alliances and bilateral diplomacy as tools to maintain 

regional equilibrium in an increasingly contested environment.  
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5.2 Suggestions  

The author recognizes that this research is neither exhaustive nor without  

limitations, and suggests that it could be further enhanced by examining 

additional aspects of the topic about geopolitical dynamics in the Pacific 

region are highly complex and continuously evolving, especially with the 

intensifying competition for influence between China and Western powers 

such as Australia and the United States. Therefore, future researchers who 

wish to explore similar themes are encouraged to examine other dimensions 

of the Falepili Agreement, particularly its implications on Tuvalu’s 

domestic policy, local public perceptions, and its impact on the structure of 

regional diplomacy within the Pacific Islands Forum (PIF).  

A comparative approach would also be valuable in providing a more  

comprehensive understanding of the issue. For instance, by comparing 

Tuvalu’s position with other Pacific Island countries that have shifted 

diplomatic recognition to Beijing such as the Solomon Islands or Kiribati 

researchers may uncover emerging diplomatic patterns and resistance 

strategies employed by small states under the pressure of larger powers. 

Such analysis may also benefit from the lens of constructivist theory to 

examine how values, norms, and local identities influence the foreign 

policy orientation of these nations.  

Furthermore, future research could delve deeper into the dimension of  

international law, particularly concerning statehood and sovereignty in the 

context of climate change and the potential loss of physical territory. This 

issue is especially relevant, as agreements like the Falepili Union open up 

new discourse on how the notions of statehood and sovereignty are being 

redefined in the face of global climate crises, Studies that integrate 

international relations theory, legal perspectives, and development studies 

will offer a richer understanding of how small states navigate foreign policy 

in an incresingly multipolar world order.  
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Given the continuing evolution of global political dynamics, research on  

this topic holds value not only for academic development but also for 

informing foreign policy decisions that are more sensitive to climate threats, 

power competition, and the strategic needs of small island states that often 

find themselves at the frontline of geopolitical contestation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


