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CULTURAL HEGEMONY ANALYSIS: THE SINO-AMERICAN
RIVALRY AND THE STRUGGLE FOR HEGEMONIC POSITION IN
INDONESIA THROUGH MULTINATIONAL CORPORATION AND

TECHNOLOGY

ZOLTAN SHAQUILLE PRANASYAH JENIE

ABSTRACT

The 21% century has witnessed tremendous global growth and development in
various aspects, and as globalization grows, so too are its implications. The massive
dynamics of the world, and indeed the history behind that shapes it, has given birth
to a world of competition between powerful countries and stakeholders. Two of the
strongest powers in this competition are the United States and People’s Republic of
China. These two countries, arguably two of the top global powers, are vying for
global supremacy in what is known as Sino-American rivalry. Using Robert Cox
terms, derived from Gramscian thinking, the United States assumes the position of
a “hegemon”, a reigning power that rules the “world order”, a Coxian term for
international relations. The People’s Republic of China assumes the role of
“counter-hegemon”, a force that aspires to take over the role of hegemon through
an influence war termed the “war of position”. This war of position occurs through
rivalry for dominance in world politics and economics through “agents of
influence”, and indeed, it stretches to Indonesia. Indonesia’s role within this war of
position can be critically analyzed from its history and characteristics that serves to
shape a landscape for the American values and Chinese values to compete.
Particularly, the competition for dominance in Indonesia can be best described
through the efforts of various multinational corporations (MNCs) and technological
dominance that act as agents of influence from both powers. This study employs a
descriptive qualitative approach and critical concepts provided by Robert Cox to
analyze the process of Sino-American rivalry to gain dominance within Indonesia.
The study concludes that using their agents of influence, both powers are engaged
in a war of position to entrench their value and dominance within Indonesia.

Keywords: United States, China, Rivalry, Hegemony, Indonesia, MNC,
Technology
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ABSTRAK

Abad ke-21 telah menyaksikan pertumbuhan dan perkembangan global yang luar
biasa dalam berbagai aspek, dan seiring dengan pertumbuhan globalisasi,
implikasinya juga semakin meningkat. Dinamika besar dunia, dan juga sejarah di
baliknya yang membentuknya, telah melahirkan dunia persaingan antara negara-
negara kuat dan pemangku kepentingan. Dua kekuatan terbesar dalam persaingan
ini adalah Amerika Serikat dan Republik Rakyat Tiongkok. Kedua negara ini, yang
dapat dikatakan sebagai dua kekuatan global terkemuka, bersaing untuk supremasi
global dalam apa yang dikenal sebagai persaingan Sino-Amerika. Dengan
menggunakan istilah Robert Cox, yang bersumber dari pemikiran Gramscian,
Amerika Serikat mengambil posisi sebagai "hegemon", kekuatan penguasa yang
menentukan "tatanan dunia”, sebuah istilah Coxian untuk hubungan internasional.
Republik Rakyat Tiongkok mengambil peran sebagai "kontra-hegemon”, kekuatan
yang bercita-cita untuk mengambil alih peran hegemon melalui perang pengaruh
yang disebut "perang posisi*. Perang posisi ini terjadi melalui persaingan untuk
dominasi dalam politik dan ekonomi global melalui "agen-agen pengaruh™, dan
memang, hal ini mencapai hingga ke Indonesia. Peran Indonesia dalam perang
posisi ini dapat dianalisis secara kritis berdasarkan sejarah dan karakteristiknya
yang membentuk lanskap bagi nilai-nilai Amerika dan Tiongkok untuk bersaing.
Secara khusus, persaingan untuk dominasi di Indonesia dapat dijelaskan melalui
upaya berbagai perusahaan multinasional (MNC) dan dominasi teknologi yang
berperan sebagai agen-agen pengaruh dari kedua kekuatan tersebut. Studi ini
menggunakan pendekatan kualitatif deskriptif dan konsep-konsep kritis yang
diberikan oleh Robert Cox untuk menganalisis proses persaingan Sino-Amerika
dalam memperoleh dominasi di Indonesia. Studi ini menyimpulkan bahwa dengan
menggunakan agen-agen pengaruh mereka, kedua kekuatan sedang terlibat dalam
perang posisi untuk mengokohkan nilai dan dominasi mereka di Indonesia.

Kata Kunci: Amerika Serikat, Tiongkok, Rivalitas, Hegemoni, Indonesia,
Perusahaan Multinasional, Teknologi
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PREFACE

This thesis is written as a requirement to obtain a bachelor’s degree in
international relations in Faculty of Social and Political Science of UPN Veteran
Jakarta. This thesis is titled “CULTURAL HEGEMONY ANALYSIS: THE
SINO-AMERICAN RIVALRY AND THE STRUGGLE FOR HEGEMONIC
POSITION IN INDONESIA THROUGH MULTINATIONAL
CORPORATION AND TECHNOLOGY?”, where the author explores the extent
to which Sino-American rivalry affected the Indonesian culture through
multinational corporations and the technologies from the U.S. and China compete
within the country. With the completion of this thesis, the author hopes to contribute
towards the study of Sino-American rivalry and the expansion of critical theory
literature.

The completion of this thesis is attributed to the massive help and
suggestions the author received from numerous stakeholders. Thus, the author
would like to extend his gratitude to the following people:
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2. Drs. Rezlan Ishar Jenie, for his astounding career in diplomacy and his
wonderful personality that inspired the author to follow in his footsteps and
pursue an international relations degree. The author is indebted for his help
in advancing the author’s career and is forever grateful for the lessons and
experience obtained from him. May he and his family live a happy life and
be rewarded well for his deeds by Allah Almighty;

3. Roesdi Djauhari Jenie and Anita Soebrata, for their massive support in
the author’s life amidst hard times. The author is indebted to their family’s
moral and physical supports that helped the author to achieve his goals and
targets. The author wishes the best for their affairs and for a long, satisfying,
and prosperous life;

4. Bagja Irwansyah and Himawati Rerika Hairani for their tremendous
support and love for the author’s progress and development. Their trust,
support, and motivation pushed the author to finish his study sooner. The
author is forever grateful for their help and is looking forward to repaying
their kindness in the future;

5. Emma Maryati, for her ceaseless love and support for the author amidst
the hard circumstances. Her tender affection and care directly supported the
author to live his life and continue to develop himself as a human being.
May she live happily, and may the author make her proud;
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10.

11.

12.

13.
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15.

Kuh Karinsyailah Ivone Jenie, for her warm support and love as the
author’s dear sister. The author shares the same woeful fate with her, and
we marched on. We continue to inspire and love each other in our own ways.
The author loves her dearly, and he hopes that she knows it;

Bachrin Nahar Jenie, for his fatherly love and existence that meant
everything to the author. His passing in 2020 was a wake-up call for the
author to fight and struggle to achieve his dreams, all in the honor of his
memory. The author loves him more than anything, and the author hopes
that he finds his peace in heaven;

Wigati Rahayu, for her love and care for the author. The author laments
the different perspectives and approaches he has with her, but nevertheless
expresses his unending gratitude for her efforts. The author wishes her well
in her life and may her good qualities be rewarded by Allah Almighty;
Eka Irma Tresnawaty Pratiwi, for her tender and deep motherly love for
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the author to continue living and pursue his dreams. The author loves her
greatly and prays for her a happy afterlife;

M. Chairil Akbar Setiawan, for his support and helpful guidance during
the thesis writing period. His expertise on critical thoughts of international
relations and his helpful inputshas been crucial to help the author in building
and polishing the contents of his thesis. The author extends his good wishes
to him and his family;

Jenie cousins Daranta Adinda Armadita, Siti Nur Marshanda, Ajeng
Rana Wulan Sujilah, Isfarina Indah Kesumawardhani, Azrina Indah
Perwitasari, and Aditya Fajar Meidiansyah Jenie for their amazing
support and love for the author’s progress and life. Their love and support
symbolize what a family should be, and the author is very happy to have
them in his life;

Agmallia, for her continuous support and care for the author’s wellbeing
and progress. She embodies everything that is good in this world, and the
author was very lucky to have her by his side. The author wishes her good
luck in her life and wishes her well on her thesis writing;

Arantska Dimitrie Valerie, for her never-ending emotional and physical
support that massively helped the author in his life. Her kind words and
actions are some of the most cherished moments in the author’s life. The
author wishes her peace and for her to finish her thesis writing;

Lenggo Geni Asheela Ravendra, for her undying support and care for the
author. Her strong and independent figure greatly inspires the author to do
the same, and her achievements sow seeds of progress within the author.
The author wishes the best for her career and for a happy life;

The author’s fellow thesis writers Julyadi, Respati Pakusadewo, and
Mohammad Irsyaad Rizky Ghozali, for their immense progress that
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